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The candidates on this postcard are deliberately misleading 
you. They cited the City Council meeting minutes above as 
evidence of "recent attempts by Mayor Ken Massey and 
Councilmember Richard Lerner to micromanage and improperly 
control our libraries". But there's a problem. If you read the 
attached minutes from those meetings, nothing like that ever 
happened. In fact, 3 of the 5 documents listed don't mention the 
library at all. Only one of the 5 documents contains any library at all. Only one of the 5 documents contains any 
comments from either Massey or Lerner regarding the library. 
The minutes even note that City Council has no control over 
the library. But please don't take our word for it, we’ve attached 
the meeting minutes so you can see for yourself. 
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Minutes Farmington City Council February 1, 2016

City of Farmington Page 5

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember

SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember

AYES: Bowman, Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott

B. Amend Traffic Control Order - Loading Zone

1. Motion to approve a resolution to amend a traffic control order 

to provide a "15 minute loading zone" on the south side along 
the north curb of the island located in the North Municipal Lot.
[SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION]

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember

SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember

AYES: Bowman, Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott

8. REVIEW FEBRUARY'S CITY CALENDAR

Christiansen reviewed the February calendar with Council and highlighted upcoming 

meetings.

9. OTHER BUSINESS

Murphy requested feedback from Council on the proposed Special Event Policy.  He advised 

he would be away from his office for the remainder of the week.

10. COUNCIL COMMENT

Schneemann stated he was unaware of controversy surrounding the recent MLK event.  He 

would like to know more information regarding the concerns and the city's participation in 

the event.

Murphy discussed an earlier MCMR meeting where there was controversy regarding the 

refugee crisis. He stated the city had no knowledge of the controversial speaker.  He will 

find out who secured the speakers and if any kind of vetting process was used. He stated 

MCMR seemed disorganized with no leadership. 

Schneemann asked why the city is involved if there is no leadership.  He stated the need to 

evaluate the city's affiliation with the group. 

Bowman spoke about her recent opportunity as guest of State Representative Christine 

Greig at State of State address in Lansing.  She discussed her ride along experience with 

Officer Miracle.  She stated the city has an amazing group of hard working officers.

Galvin advised Council and City Manager Murphy toured the 47th District Court earlier in the 

evening.  He thanked Court Administrator Walsh and his staff for the tour. 
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February 22, 2016                   

 
Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BRIDGES, KNOL, LERNER, MASSEY, RICH AND STECKLOFF 

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRUCE 

Abstentions: NONE  

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

 

MOTION by Lerner, support by Rich, to approve the Consent Agenda items #7 and #8 as published.  

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BRIDGES, KNOL, LERNER, MASSEY, RICH AND STECKLOFF 

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRUCE 

Abstentions: STECKLOFF  

 

MOTION CARRIED 5-0-1-1. 

 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 

Irving Ginsberg, Eugene Greenstein, Sue Burstein-Kahn and Linda Stolberg all expressed concern over 

comments made by a speaker at the Martin Luther King event sponsored by the Multi-Cultural, Multi-

Racial (MCMR) Committee and felt the event was more a one-sided political event rather than about 

Martin Luther King.  They questioned the leadership and membership of MCMR, budget and how that is 

used and city support for the committee.  

 

Gillian Talwar spoke in defense of MCMR and their efforts.  She added that while she was not at the 

event to hear the comments made, the speaker has spoken at national conferences and on C-Span so she 

feels he was a legitimate choice as one of the panel speakers for the event.  She added that in comments 

made this evening she heard anti-immigrant comments and feels that the City should be more welcoming 

to immigrants and become part of the national program to become a Welcoming City. 

 

COUNCIL MEMBER’S COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Councilmember Rich mentioned her next Sunday Stroll will be Sunday, March 13

th
 starting at 1:30pm at 

the Farmington Library in the Heritage Room. 

 

Mayor Massey, in response to public comments, stated that Council is very aware of the controversy, the 

discomfort and articles in the Observer regarding the Martin Luther King even and he appreciates the 

residents making their comments in a very civil way.  He stated that as part of the goals set by Council, 

they plan to conduct an overview of all Boards and Commissions to make sure that they are appropriately 

answering their mission statements and to evaluate if there are synergies or redundancies to ensure they 

are utilizing resources to the best of their ability. He added that funding will also be discussed during the 

budget process for all boards and commissions. 

 

Mayor Massey invited residents to attend a joint meeting they are hosting with the Farmington Council 

and Farmington School Board scheduled for Monday, January 29, 2016 from 6:30pm until 8pm at the 

Farmington Hills Golf Course Clubhouse. 

 

Mayor Massey mentioned that the City will be holding quadrant meetings for residents to come and speak 

to Council.  The meetings will be held in each quadrant of the city at the fire station buildings with all 

meetings will start at 7pm and have been scheduled as follows: 
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· Eliminating reference to the Building Appeals Board as that is essentially the same as the State 

Construction Code Board of Appeals that is required by state law. 

· Repealing the ordinance establishing the Single Family Residential Review Board.   

· Eliminating reference to The Millennial Mayor Council – this was a suggested Council that was 

never formally established  

· Review membership for the Housing Commission required by state statute 

· Include guidelines for the Housing Rehabilitation Loan Board in the proposed ordinance   

· Review membership and requirements for the Public Access Promotion Committee 

 

Discussion was held on the Library Board and Councilmember Bruce suggested an annual report by the 

Board before Council.  He feels that there should be more oversight by the communities with regard to 

the Library Board budget as they appoint members and are ultimately responsible for that membership.  

Dr. Bruce inquired if the city could have a liaison to the Library Board. 

 

Attorney Joppich confirmed that the proposed ordinance is written in a way that an annual report would 

be required.  He did not believe that there was anything to prevent the city from having a liaison. 

 

Dr. Bruce suggested starting with the annual reports and to determine at a later date if a staff or council 

liaison should be appointed.  

 

Attorney Joppich inquired how Council wished to handle the Multi-Cultural/Multi-Racial Council.  He 

noted that there is not a resolution by Council establishing this group and the members are not appointed 

by the Mayor and Council.   

 

City Manager Boyer stated that the MCMR recently updated their by-laws and he would provide a copy 

to council for further review.  He noted that this group was established by the communities and school 

district with 2 representatives from each serving as members.  The agreement was for the City of 

Farmington Hills to oversee the expenditures with the City Manager serving as Treasurer for the group. 

 

Councilmembers Knol and Bruce had some concerns with providing the group with a budget and not 

appointing members in the same manner as all other boards, commissions or councils.   

 

Councilmember Lerner suggested that there should at least be term limits on the memberships. 

 

It was determined that further discussion would be held once the by-laws were provided to Council. 

 

Councilmember Rich expressed concern with the previous discussion about eliminating the Committee to 

Increase Voter Participation.   

 

Mayor Massey clarified that this group is not proposed to be eliminated at this time and City Clerk Smith 

has talked to the group about this new ordinance and expectations to see if the committee could be 

rejuvenated. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:   
The study session meeting adjourned at 7:25pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Pamela B. Smith, City Clerk 
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  APPROVED 12/11/2017 

MINUTES 

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 

CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION MEETING 

CITY HALL – COMMUNITY ROOM 

NOVEMBER 27, 2017 

 

The Study Session meeting of the Farmington Hills City Council was called to order by Mayor Massey at 

6:00pm 

 

Council Members Present: Bridges (arrived at 6:10pm), Bruce, Knol, Lerner, Massey, Rich and 

Steckloff  

 

Council Members Absent: None 

 

Others Present: City Manager Boyer, City Clerk Smith, Assistant City Manager Mekjian, 

Director Barr and City Attorney Joppich  

 

LIBRARY BOARD DISCUSSION 
Mayor Massey stated that Council, at a previous study session meeting, mentioned to the Library Board 

several questions that were brought forth by a resident.  At that time it was determined that Council would 

formulate any questions they had and meet with the Library at a future date to discuss those questions. 

 

Mayor Massey clarified that the discussion tonight is not about the closing of the café at the library, 

however, that was the issue that generated a lot of interest and subsequently these questions were brought 

forward to both Councils.  He stated that one question raised was whether the Library Board was 

complying with the Open Meetings Act (OMA). 

 

Pam O’Malley, Board Trustee, commented that all Board members always believed they were acting in 

compliance with the Open Meetings Act and this topic was discussed at their last meeting.  

 

Director Streit indicated that after these concerns were brought to her attention she spoke with Attorney 

Steve Joppich and at that time he offered to hold a training session with the Library Board.  After 

clarifications by Attorney Joppich, the Board did not feel training was necessary and that they could 

ensure compliance with the OMA going forward. 

 

Councilmember Lerner noted that the resident also mentioned that the minutes never reflected the closing 

of the café.   

 

Director Streit explained that the café was a small part of a larger discussion on building updates 

involving the repurposing of space at the library. 

 

Councilmember Bridges stated that he viewed the Council’s position tonight only as offering assistance to 

the Library Board to ensure compliance with OMA and FOIA laws and that it was his understanding 

Council had no authority over these other issues. 

 

Councilmember Knol commented that if action was taken by the Board to close the café at a meeting, she 

believes that should have been reflected in the minutes. 

 

Discussion was held on how the closing of the café took place.  It was noted that the cafe was under 

contract for a period of time that eventually expired and that no formal action was taken at a meeting to 

close the café. 
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Mayor Massey mentioned that another matter brought up by Council was that there was not a level of 

accountability with having an appointed Library Board.  He suggested comes discussion on the pros and 

cons of an elected Board versus an appointed Board. 

 

Councilmember Bruce thanked the Library Board for their service as he feels the cities have a great 

library that provides great services and he has had no issue with what the Library Board has done.  His 

concern is with the budget process and the Councils having no oversight.  He stated he would prefer an 

elected Board only for the reason that the Board would then be accountable to the citizens. 

 

Mayor Massey commented that it is his understanding that both cities could jointly decide whether the 

Board should be appointed or elected.  Attorney Joppich confirmed that 2/3 of the participating legislative 

bodies would have to vote in favor to change the Board from an appointed board to an elected board and 

then within 10 days that decision would have to be presented to the State Library Board. 

 

Library Board Trustees O’Malley and Lazar expressed concern with politicizing the Library by having an 

elected Board.  They feel the citizens are well represented.  Mr. Lazar added that he feels there is 

oversight by way of the budget audit process and oversight and input from the community through the 

Friends of the Library community group.   

 

Director Streit mentioned that a comment was made at the last meeting that information was requested by 

the City from the Library and not received, but did not see her response to that reflected in the minutes.  

She clarified that the audit is sent to the city every year and following that meeting she sent copies of 

several recent audits to the City Clerk to make sure the city had them.  She added that in her time as 

Director, she has not been asked to provide any information. 

 

Councilmember Knol felt that some of the concerns could be resolved by way of formalizing an 

agreement between the Library Board and both Councils that would include receiving budget information 

and meeting with the Councils once or twice a year to keep them apprised of what is going on at the 

library. 

 

Discussion was held on having an elected Board versus an appointed Board and the majority of City 

Council indicated that they were not in favor of an elected Board; but agreed that more communication is 

needed going forward. 

 

Attorney Joppich stated that he could evaluate the possibility of an agreement and review amending the 

existing organizational plan as an option. 

 

Suzanne Paul, Board Trustee, inquired if there were any concerns with the operations of the library prior 

to this resident bringing these issues forward.  

 

Mayor Massey stated that not necessarily concerns but Council had brought up the issue of wanting to 

know what was going on at the library prior to hearing it from others and so he feels more communication 

between the Library Board and both City Councils is important. 

 

Board Trustee Paul stated that the café closing became a much larger issue than anticipated and agreed 

that any controversial topics should be brought to the attention of both Councils in the future. 

 

Councilmember Bruce understood not wanting to politicize the Board but he feels the citizens have 

always elected good people to serve and would do the same in this situation.  He commented that 
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although the Council could ask the Library to do some of these things that have been discussed, the fact is 

they can’t force the Board to do anything. 

 

Attorney Joppich commented that a formal agreement could help. 

 

Dr. Bruce added that he would like to have an annual review of the budget process so that he could 

answer questions from citizens as to whether the people being appointed by Council are making good 

financial decisions. 

 

Assistance was offered by Council to have the City Finance Director meet with the Board about the 

budget process. 

 

Mayor Massey thanked the Board for listening and responding to the questions and concerns brought 

forward.   

 

Mayor Massey summarized that Attorney Joppich would review the possibility of a formalized agreement 

between the Board and both Councils.  He also informed the Library Board that for other joint boards and 

commissions with members from both Farmington and Farmington Hills, the number of members serving 

from each community is based on population.  He is not sure this would change for the Library Board at 

this time, but he did not want there to be any surprises if that discussion took place. 

 

NATIONAL CITIZENS SURVEY RESULTS 

City Manager Boyer stated that the City conducted a National Citizens Survey that was the same format 

as was done in 2011. He stated that it contains a lot of good information that will help the city plan into 

the future and he expects some of the topics will be discussed at the next City Council goals session. 

 

Assistant City Manager Mekjian explained that the survey was conducted as part of the City Council’s 

Strategic Planning Goals for 2017 and was administered through a collaborative effort between the 

National Research Center and ICMA. He noted that the survey was sent to 1500 households and 350 

surveys were completed and returned.  He reviewed the results from the survey which compared this 

year’s survey to that of 2011 as well as other similar city’s across the country, noting that 88% of the 

residents surveyed rated the quality of life in Farmington Hills as excellent or good.  Mr. Mekjian stated 

that the survey provides the city a tool to improve city operations and service. 

 

City Manager Boyer mentioned that the survey was also provided on the city’s website and approximately 

375 were returned electronically. 

 

Assistant City Manager Mekjian stated that the survey also contained a couple of questions that were 

formulated by the City, one asking residents if they would prefer to pay for future road improvements 

through a city-wide road millage or maintain the current special assessment district process and the results 

were split. 

 

Council requested that future surveys are tracked as to where the results came from in order to obtain 

more statistically significant data.  City Manager Boyer stated that staff planned to track that in the future. 

 

Mayor Massey commented that this information will be brought back during the City Council goals 

session. 
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Councilmember Rich acknowledged the same correspondence from the Friends of the Library and also 

correspondence from a resident regarding the smell of marijuana, which she turned over to the City 

Manager’s Office. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
MOTION by Steckloff, support by Bruce, to approve the Consent Agenda as read.       

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, LERNER, MASSEY, RICH AND STECKLOFF 

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: NONE 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 

Sharon Snodgrass, resident, expressed concern and questioned the process for appointments to boards and 

commissions including how long applications are maintained and if there is any follow up with those 

residents who are not reappointed.  She suggested that this process is reviewed and updated by Council.   

 

Mayor Massey addressed the questions posed by Ms. Snodgrass explaining the appointment process and 

follow up with applicants. 

 

Elyse Streit, Farmington Community Library Director, was present and speaking on behalf of the Library 

and Friends of the Library who were present at the meeting.  Ms. Streit expressed that she was perplexed 

with what has occurred regarding the library.  She explained that the library is a separate taxing authority 

and self-governing and that the City Councils have no authority over the library budget or operations.  

Ms. Streit outlined discussions held at several study session meetings between the Library Board and 

Farmington Hills City Council and subsequent discussions with the Mayor about why a member of the 

Library Board was not reappointed and the appointment process.  She discussed the accomplishments and 

cost saving measures of the Library Board and stated that she hopes going forward they can all put any 

differences aside and work together.  She acknowledged supporters of the Library who were present. 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The following comments and/or announcements were made by Council: 

· Welcomed and congratulated Anna’s House restaurant that recently opened in Farmington 

Hills 

 

In light of the public comments, considerable discussion was held by City Council regarding a complaint 

brought forth to Council regarding the Library, Council’s request to the Library Board for budget 

information, the roles of the Library and City Council and the process of appointing board/commission 

members.   

 

Councilmembers Rich and Steckloff indicated that they still had not received the information requested 

by Councilmember Rich regarding appointees and expressed concern over the appointment process. 

 

Mayor Massey explained the appointment process and decisions made.  He stated that Council wanted to 

be able to answer questions relating to the Library so they requested more information, particularly on the 
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budget.  He added that the President of the Library Board of Trustees has offered to meet with both cities 

in an effort to work together and he accepts that offer. 

 

COUNCIL MEMBER’S COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CITY MANAGER UPDATE 

City Manager Boyer mentioned the following: 

· Thanked the volunteers who assisted with the Senior Division Appreciate lunch 

· Yard waste pickup started today and will last through the week of December 3, 2018 

· Art Festival Free Family Day is April 14, 2018 from 10-4pm at the Costick Center. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENT TO THE BEAUTIFICATION 

COMMISSION. 

MOTION by Lerner, support by Knol, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby confirms 

the Mayor’s recommendation to appoint Kathie Brown to the Beautification Commission with a 

term ending February 1, 2020. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-1 (Rich opposed) 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF A SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT FOR THE ISKCON TEMPLE 

INAUGURATION EVENT TO BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18
TH

 THROUGH SUNDAY, 

APRIL 22, 2018. 

MOTION by Steckloff, support by Bruce, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

approves a Special Event Permit for Iskcon Temple located at 36600 Grand River Avenue, 

Farmington Hills, to hold their Inauguration Event on Wednesday, April 18th through Sunday, 

April 22nd from 9am-9pm, subject to the following conditions: 

 

· There will be a sound system in one of the tents used for speaking and announcements; the 

applicant has been advised of the City noise ordinance and will comply 

· There will be no goods or merchandise for sale at this event 

· With permission of management, at 24155 Drake Road, 36500 Corporate Drive and 34500 

Grand River Ave, attendees will park at these locations and be shuttled to the event  

· The applicant has not asked for assistance from the Police Department as this time 

· There will be no parking within 20’ of any tent; the west drive shall remain clear from Grand 

River to Lochdale for emergency vehicles 

· There is a shaded area at the northwest corner of the property without a description; this area 

shall remain clear of any obstruction for emergency vehicle access (from Grand River to 

Lochdale) 

· Egress from the facility is not restricted 

· Fire lane shall not be blocked or restricted; temporary “NO PARKING FIRE LANE” signs 

shall be put up along Lochdale and Independence Office Drive from 4/18/18 to 4/22/18 

· Cooking/open flame devices shall not be used under tents 

· Any electrical equipment is approved by the City Electrical Inspector 

· Minimum means of egress widths must comply with Table 3303.12.2 (IFC 2015) 

· Tents require NFPA 701 flame resistance label affixed to panels/canopy 

· Proponent must contact Fire Prevention prior to beginning event to schedule a site inspection 

· Event shall comply with the minimum Fire Prevention Code Requirements 
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